ARCHITECTURE AND
DESIGN IN TRANSITION

PENN MUSEUM

Further reading and references
in PowerPoint notes.



Penn Museum

Self-Description

Mission: The Penn Museum transforms
understanding of the human experience.

Experience the richness of the ancient past,
gain an understanding of our shared

humanity.

Connect with the cultures of Africa, Asia, the
Americas, and the Mediterranean

Histo 'Y. an ever-changing institution

Founded in 1887, Penn prepared an expedition
specifically to provide artifacts for the building.

1899 - The museum finds a permanent home
in a building built for them (pictured right).

1915-2002 - Five wings are designed and built.
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Mission, self-description, and history details found here: https://www.penn.museum/about/our-story

Image from: 
Philly STAMP Pass, Penn Museum page


Consider above, an older gallery. All artifacts
presented on the same level, prominently placed
in a grand room. There is a clear image of “here

are objects on display.”

Consider to the right, a newly renovated
display. Artifacts are varied in presentation,
where their careful relation to each other allows
for relationships to jump out. The cases blend
into the walls.

Currently, the Penn Museum is undergoing a
renovation of all their galleries, as a part of the
rebranding of the institution. They hope to
expand appeal from academics to the broader
public.
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Pamela J.  Forsythe, “Site-specific symphony: ‘Ancient Echoes’ at Penn Museum”
Eric Sucar/Penn Communications



The Sphinx

Another prominent part of the renovation, the Sphinx has been with the museum
since they acquired it from the British School of Archaeology in Egypt in 1913.

For the renovation they made a public display of moving the sculpture from a
local deep within the museum to the museum’s front hall.
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Further reading on the Sphinx’s stay at the Penn Museum here: https://www.penn.museum/sites/sphinx/story.php 

Image from:
WPVI, “Sphinx at Penn Museum is on the move”


Kate Quinn
Director of Exhibitions and
Public Programs

Lauren Cooper
Interpretive Planner

Jessica Bicknell
Head of Exhibits

Joshua Lessard
Exhibition Architect and
Designer
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My Work

Surveying 3D Printing: Touch Tours

Evaluating light and sounds levels, Collaborating with non-profit specializing
providing a physical record of the visitor in tours for visually impaired to fabricate
experience. replica objects.
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2. Kristen Balderas, The Philadelphia Inquirer, “Philly Touch Tours guides the blind and visually impaired through museums, markets, nature centers”
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Results were integrated into the building
floorplans for future reference.
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Sound Survey, Times and MNotes

Friday, 2/28/2020

10:2510 45am Egypt 10 people, school group of ~30
10:45-1105am Asian: 6 people, school group of ~15
1:05-11:25am Pepper Hall: 10 people (mostly passing through), much of the background noise carried from the Sphinx room below
11:25-11:45am Discovery of Display: 7 people, 2 conservators
11:55-1215pm Canaan: 8 people, school group of ~20
12:20-12 40pm Rome: 4 people
2:00- 215pm Etruria: 10 people
215 2:30pm Greece: 4 people
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1. Simplify3D, “Restoring Museum Relics with 3D Printing”
2. Kristen Mulvihill, Penn Medicine, “Exploring the Penn Museum Through Touch – A Multi-Sensory Journey Through the Penn Museum”


All of this informs and supports transitions...

...In an ever-changing institution.
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